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of the firmest friends of the Society and long its presi- 
dent, with Julia Jayne Orendorff, his wife. 

They will long be remembered by the Society and their 
places cannot soon be filled. 



DEATH OP A "REAL" DAUGHTER OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 



Mrs. Elizabeth A. Secor, one of the last of the "real 
daughters" of the Revolution, and a resident of Greene 
county, HI for the past sixty-eight years, died at her 
home at Walnut Grove, April 1st, in her ninety-second 
year. 

The funeral was held at the old Walnut Grove farm 
home, and it was conducted by Rev. W. H. Black, presi- 
dent of Missouri Valley college, Marshall, Mo., assisted 
by Rev. G. A. Cox of the Walnut Grove church. The 
interment was at the Hardin cemetery. 

It is permitted to but few to extend the earth life so 
long as did Mrs. Secor. She was born in Belmont county, 
Ohio, July 26, 1818. Her father, Judge David Lockwood, 
was a soldier, and later a marine, in the Revolutionary 
war, and thus Mrs. Secor had the honor of being a "real 
daughter" in the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Possibly she was the last, or almost the last, of the ' ' real 
daughters." 

She was married at the home of her parents in Ohio, 
December 2, 1841, to Elijah J. Secor, and came with her 
husband to Illinois early the following year. They be- 
gan life in the then "far west," about eight miles east 
of Carrollton, in what is now the well known Walnut 
Grove neighborhood. Here they established; a home 
which became the scene of most of the activity of their 
long lives. 

Eight children were born to them, only four of whom 
are now living. These are Mrs. Rebecca T. Robinson of 
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Olathe, Kansas; Mrs. Eliza J. Davis of Marshall, Mo.; 
James Luther Secor of St. Louis, and Arthur T. Seoor, 
who lives on the old Walnut Grove farm, where all the 
children were born and spent their childhood. 

In the autumn of 1870 after the burning of their two 
houses on the farm and the sudden death of their eldest 
son, Edmund (who was killed by a stroke of lightning), 
Mr. and Mrs. Secor moved to Lincoln, HI., remaining 
there six years. 

Returning to the farm in 1876, they built a new house, 
and continued active life there until late in the year 1889, 
when they moved to Carrollton and made their home with 
their youngest daughter, Mrs. Davis. In the meantime, 
during the early part of the year 1888, their next oldest 
son, Benjamin, died. Two others had died in infancy. 

Mr. Secor died May 25, 1895, and for about ten yean 
thereafter, Mrs. Secor remained with her daughter and 
family in Carrollton. Then she returned to the Old 
Walnut Grove farm, where she spent her remaining 
years with her youngest son, Arthur, and his family. 

Early in life while yet a girl, Mrs. Secor joined the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church at Shiloh, Ohio, and 
during all her life she was most faithful and earnest in 
her support of all the institutions of the church, and was 
sincerely devoted to the interests of the cause of 
Christianity, whether in the church or not. In the spring 
of 1842, soon after coming to Greene county, she and her 
husband joined with some of their neighbors in organiz- 
ing a Sunday school, which afterwards resulted in a 
church organization, and, with various changes during 
the passing years, developed into what is now the Wal- 
nut Grove Presbyterian church, which occupies its 
commodious house of worship on the Secor farm and is 
known as one of the most efficient country churches of 
the county. 

Mrs. Secor was the youngest child of a large family. 
Almost all of her brothers and sisters lived to a ripe old 
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age, but the last one preceded her to the other world by 
some ten years. She was alone in the world for a goodly 
number of years, when considered with reference to the 
associates of her active years. But not alone, for sur- 
rounded by her children and grandchildren, who loved 
to minister to her in her declining strength, and by the 
ever kindly neighbors, both young and old, she spent 
these years in great comfort and peace. She was very 
fond of friends, and ever took much pleasure in conver- 
sation with her children and the friends who came from 
far and near to visit her. In later years her vision failed, 
but otherwise her faculties were well preserved, and the 
clearness of her mental perceptions to the very last was 
remarkable. 



